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32 CFR Ch. VII (7–1–99 Edition) § 809a.5

Subpart B—Use of Military Forces
in Civil Defense, Civil Disturb-
ances, and Disasters

§ 809a.5 Definitions.
(a) Emergencies. These are conditions

which affect public welfare and occur
as a result of enemy attack, insurrec-
tion, civil disturbances, earthquake,
fire, flood, or other public disasters
which endanger life and property or
disrupt the usual process of govern-
ment. The term ‘‘emergency’’ includes
any or all of the conditions explained
in this section.

(b) Civil defense emergency. This is a
disaster situation resulting from devas-
tation created by an enemy attack and
requiring emergency operations during
and following attack. It may also be
proclaimed by appropriate authority in
anticipation of an attack.

(c) Civil disturbances. These are goup
acts of violence or disorder prejudicial
to public law and order including those
which follow a major disaster. They in-
clude riots, acts of violence, insurrec-
tions, unlawful obstructions or assem-
blages, or other disorders.

(d) Major disaster. Any flood, fire,
hurricane, or other catastrophe which,
in the determination of the President,
is or threatens to be of sufficient sever-
ity and magnitude to warrant disaster
assistance by the Federal Government
to supplement the efforts and available
resources of the State and local gov-
ernments in alleviating the damage,
hardship, or suffering caused thereby.

[33 FR 4462, Mar. 13, 1968, as amended at 37
FR 18728, Sept. 15, 1972; 37 FR 20243, Sept. 28,
1972]

§ 809a.6 Base policies and laws.
This subpart contains policies on the

use of Air Force military personnel in
civil disturbances and disasters. The
more important laws concerning mili-
tary aid to civil authorities are also
summarized.

(a) The Air Force gives military as-
sistance to civil authorities in civil de-
fense or civil disturbances and disas-
ters only when such asistance is re-
quested or directed. Commanders will
not undertake such assistance without
authority, unless the overruling de-
mands of humanity compel immediate

action to protect life and property and
to restore order.

(b) The military service having avail-
able resources nearest the affected area
is responsible for providing initial as-
sistance to civil authorities in emer-
gencies. Subsequent operations are to
be according to the mutual agreement
between the senior service commanders
concerned.

(c) The protection of life and prop-
erty and the maintenance of law and
order within the territorial jurisdiction
of any State is the primary responsi-
bility of State and local authorities. It
is well-established U.S. Government
policy that intervention with military
forces takes place only after State and
local authorities have used their own
forces and are unable to control the
situation, or when they do not take ap-
propriate action.

[33 FR 4462, Mar. 13, 1968]

§ 809a.7 Conditions for use of Air
Force resources.

This part is not intended to extend
Air Force responsibilities in emer-
gencies to generate additional re-
sources (manpower, materiel, facilities,
etc.) requirements, or encourage par-
ticipation in such operations at the ex-
pense of the Air Force primary mis-
sion. It is a guide for the employment
of Air Force resources when:

(a) A disaster or disturbance occcurs
in areas in which the U.S. Air Force is
the executive agent of the United
States.

(b) A disaster or disturbance occurs
in areas that are remote from an Army
installation but near an Air Force in-
stallation, thereby necessitating Air
Force assumption of responsibility
pending arrival of Army personnel.

(c) The overriding demand of condi-
tions resulting from a natural disaster
compels immediate action to protect
life and property and to restore order.

[33 FR 4462, Mar. 13, 1968, as amended at 37
FR 18728, Sept. 15, 1972]

§ 809a.8 Military Commanders’ respon-
sibilities.

(a) Civilians in the affected area will
be informed of the rules of conduct and
other restrictive measures to be en-
forced by the military. These will be

VerDate 18<JUN>99 12:05 Jul 24, 1999 Jkt 183122 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183122T.XXX pfrm01 PsN: 183122T


